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The Underground Lamp Post, devoted to old mine lamps, carbides, and candle-
holders. Minil-editor: &Henry Pohs, 4537 Qultman St., Denver, Colorado 80212

Hecent article of interest;

"Cornwall's Legacy to American Mining, Part 1", Compressed Alr Magazlne,
March 1970, Vol. 75, No. 3, 942 Memorial Parkway, Phillipsburg, N. J.,
08865. This article mentions some mine lighting procedures and includes
1llustrations of two lamps and a candleholder. A picture of miners
single jacking by candlelight from The Arizona Pioneers' Historical
Soclety 1s also lncluded.

Two current movies,"The Molly Maguires" and "Palint Your Wagon" included
irteresting uses of ¢ld mine lamps, particularly the former.

This 1ssue contalns many advertlsing pages and trade offers. Let's have
at it all you Lamp Tramps! Everyone's collectlion can benefit.

Mrs. Mldge Leahy of Denver recently showed me a strange adaptién of an old
Guy's Dropper. It 1s 1llustrated 1ln the sketch below. The bottom 1s a
GLASS Jar (pomade? Vaselint?) of good quallity- it hasn‘t colored. The jJar
cap cap 1s securely soldered inslde the water : :
chamber, punched, and vented. No gasket.
An electric lamp, bell-shaped, metal
housing is soldered in front as a
reflector. Soldered at the slide 1s na
¢ircular, capped match-and-flint case.

- Comments on the pressure vlaue of the
glass Jar are solicited.

George Corbett 1is offering old "BALDWIW"
carbide cap lamp generators {tops -
water chambers) only - no bottoms - for
trade. He has more than several and will
bargaln with you for other types of lamps
or parts. The Baldwins are in good condltlon.
Write: George Corbett

8708 Green Road

Sllver Spring, Maryland

20901
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R. E. Whittemore, Rt. 4, Johnson City, Tennessee 37601 ha:s the following
items for trade:

7 Anto Lites, most of which work
2 0il Wick cap lamps; one U.5. Eagle, one not merked, both pitted with rust
1 Borizontal Justrite, minor paris missing

Desirs other lamps. All offers conslidered. Detalls upon request.
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OLD MINEE'S LAMP PARTE AND ACCEEGLORIES

Available from Donald G, Davis, P. C. Box 25, Fairplay, Colo. 80440

Most of these parts were found in an old hardware store in Denver,
A1l but the "Jewel" tip, sliding-cover tip cleaner and plated 24" reflector
are of styles or materials no longer available. They had been on the shelf
for many years (most probably date arcund 1230), but had never been used and
are guaranteed serviceable (except lighter units in original boxes; quality-
gontrol seems to have been poor on these). Parts marked * are usable on
either Universal (Aute-Lite & Guy's Dropper) or Justrite lamps. (Threaded
parts are not interchangeable between Universal snd Justrite lamps.)

p Parts marked "out" may or may not be availsble again; please inquire.
Those with a price li:zted are available on either cash or trades basis.
Those marMed "trade" are avallable in limited numbers in tradse’for other
carblde 1tems wanted. I zm especially interested in obtaining old carbide
cap lamps in operable or restorable condition (Hansen, Lu-Mi-Num, and any
cap lamp of Dewar manufacture, e.g. ITP & Sun-Ray, particularly wanted); and
any old parts or accessoriss., I am specifically locking for the Justrite
no. 73 tip or any othér multivle-jet tip for cep lamps, and for Justrite
cap-clip mo. 65. I also want extra-deep Guyls Droppetr. bottoms and.the old::
tall,:narrow ghanklin carbide-éan: that could.be screw2d into ths lamp iop.
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Ooriginal Universal screw-caps for spare bottoms (very scarce items):
Auto-Lite screw cap, nickel-plated, convex flange (for old
nickel-plated puto-Lites made in Chicago)-- ouUT
Uniwvarsal serew-cap, brass, straight flange-- . TRADE
Serew-pap, brass, convex flange, believed to be Simmons (Baldwin)--  TRADE

Justrite sersw-cap, brass (flange differs slightly from modern one)-- TRADE

Justrite serew-cap, zinc, on threaded protective keeper (very odd)-- TRADE
#2An raflector, polished brass, unplated, with lighter assembly-- oY
without lighter assembly-- QuT
#2347 reflector, nickel-plated, with lighter assembly-- - $1.15
without lighter assembly-- S
#Justrite lighter assembly, no. 177, brass except for striker-wheel:

Single unit, complete (without f1Int), guaranteed ussble-- .50
6 units in original box (boxes have 3 lettering variants)-- 2.40
12 boxes of 6 in original half-gross carton-- 18.00 -
12 units in original box (thils type box was in l-gross carton)-- 4,80
#Justrite "Jewel" tip, no. £8 (standard brass-jacketed tip)-- «15

sJustrite "lava" tip, no. 66 (old-style vented stone tip; fits all lamps):
Each-- .10
Dozen in original box-- TRADE
#Justrite tip cleaner, nc. 22 (brush-type without sliding cover)-- TRADE
#Justrite tip cleaner, no. 37 (brush-type with sliding cover)-- S

#Justrite felt-holder, no. 64B (unusual; resembles Cuy's Dropper typs)--TRAIE
(TO NEXT PAGE)
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OLD MINER'S LAMP PARTS LIST--Donald Da¥is, P. 0. Box 25, Fairplay, Colo.-P.2
Justrite "lever feed" water-valve stem, 3 5/8" lang
(for early wire-feed lamps)-- -TRADE

Justrite valve-stem, no. 11%, for "spiral feed” lamps, 3 5/8" long:
(These are unusual; I have not yet found the style they fit.)
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Dozen, in original, letrtered box-- 4,30
Dewar windguard (perforated sheet-metal sleeve with threaded brass

base to screwv on over tip; will fit Universsl threads)-- TRADE
Original Dewar tips (have circular reeded rim, not hex rim):

Brass with ceramic incert-- TRADE

Nickel-plated with ceramic insert-- TRADE

#niversal "Bumpergrip" bottom-vrotecter, early roundad style, brown
rubber (these are cracked & stiff, but usable; have 2 lettering vars.):

AUTCLITE PAT. PEND. (1930-131%)-- ouT
BUMPERGRIP (1230-1'337)— TRADE
BUMPERGEIP PAT. U.E.A. 1,790,708 (1931-1327)-- THADE
Priming can for Coleman Xerosene lantern—- « 50

I now have 3 round-hook Auto-Lites, used but in excellent coadition
-and with all original parts, available for trade. 171 value these at $4.50
and can furnish them either with original 3% or 4" reflectors or with new
Justrite parabolic 4" reflector (best for actual use). I have 8 other
round-hook Auto-Lites, laecking spring-clips and Bumpergrips and with some
Justrite parts, valued at $3.
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Maill-order customers paving cash are requested to include estimated
postage cost iIn payment. Any overpayment will be refunded with order.
No postage i:s charged on trades, i

For items not listed here, =zend me a want-list, or inquire of the
following sources: "Speleo-Fmporium,” Rm. 418, Geology Dept, Univ. of
Texas, Austin, Texas 78712 (specializing in Universal lamps & parts, and
scme Justritaj; or Justrite Mig. Co., 2061 N. couthport Ave,., Chicago,
I11. 60614. Cigarette-lighter flints, available in any store, will work
in carbide lamp lighters.

I also have many photocooies of early articles on acetylene lamps,
from the old mining Journals, circa 1900-1935., I will furnish copiss of
these for 10¢ worth of trade items per sheet. Let me xnow the subjects
you are interested in. Some articles include illustrations of such early
lamps as Baldwin, VWolf, Brite-Lite, Maple City, etc,

Last-minute note: Richard Finch points out that Justrite valve-
stem no. 11% 1s the same ag that in the patent diagrams for A. L. Hansen
patent no. 1,202,514 (Qct. 24, 1916). The spiral vart of the stem is not
a thread but was intended to stabilize water-flow; the valve was opened &
closed by a pin-and-slot arrangement rather than the usual screw-thread.
The patent drawing also included a reflector with a recessed tip-pocket
that screwed into the water-comnartment, & gas comoartment behind the re-
flector, and a special lighter assembly that lay flat along the reflector.
Does anyone have a Justrite or other lamp with any of these features?
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SON'T THEOW TEAY LAMY AwAXl

Do you hezve & cerboide lamp wnose water-vaive i: zo worn it
will not shut of f7 (Cr is your lams one of trose that burns
feebly st one setting but flares at the next notch? With & very
simple adjustment, suckh lamps will usualiy work like new--or
better.

Hemove the reflector, unscrew the pottom, znd clean all
lime-crust from the lower end of the water-tube., Then turn the
valve sbout £/2 cn and clamp the control lever in a vise, to hold
the lamn body upside down. \Using & small flame, hezt the valve-
ball while applying moderate twl:ct and presczure with vliers to
tighten the ball agsinst its sest when the soluer softensz. (A
propane torch, or even another carbiae lamp--with filzme held just
far enough avay not tc soot the work--will do.} If the old solder
is only momentariiy meited and resetcs solidly, it may not even bde
necessary to do anv new solidering. If the orifinal =solder runs
or flakes off, file tle area clean znd recolder. (Rosin-core

soider it preferanie, %to avoid getting acid flux irto the mechanism.)

Hemove the lamp .from the vise and chack to zee that the new off-
position is wnere you want it; turn it firmiy off ceveral times to
be sure the zoluaer 1l:c nolding. With the valve off, check for leaks
by filling the tos with water znd blowing hard into the water-door
to create pressure., If no droplets appear arcund the valve-bsll,
the valve Lhac a goocd seal. If you are lucky, one of the control
notches will fail orn the desired flame-setting. If rct, just try
again; it only taKes a few minutes. The new adjustment should be
good for several years.

I have done trnis with three cld Guy'es Drooper iamps and an
Auto-Lite with uniformly gocd resuits, and it should work Jjust as
vell on Justrites. Worn or badly-zet valves, of course, are not
the only problems of col:i lampg; but there are few defects that
cannot be repaired fairly easily. tnyone having carbide-lamp
problems 1s invited tc contact the writer for advice,

~=Donald G. Devis--Msrch, 1970

(written for NZS publication)
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All items on this page now avallable from your minl-editor.

FOLDING CANDLEHOLDER
Invented by

H. L. Rice

of Falrplay, Colorado
Fatent No. 239,548
March 29, 1881

RICE
PAT

Stamped marking

FOR TRADE

FOLODING CANDLEHILDER
- NO SALE~
WiLL TRAOE ONLy

This folding candleholder ls
complete and is in excellent conditlon.

It has a jack knife-type spring whlch holds

the spike and the hook in position and

which holds them down when folded.

I will consider trades only - no sales - for equally fine condition

items which I do not now have. A copy of patent no. 239,548 will

be included. I am thinking in .terms of the followlng scale of values:

One folding candleholder eguals one (1) other folding candleholder
' : or two (2) early safety lamps
b or three (3) oil wick spout lamps
i or three (3) non-folding candleholders
or four (4) tarbide lamps (cap or hand)

I also have the following ltems avallable for TRADE:

j ® 1 "Star" oll wick spout lamp - excellent condition.

@ 1 Guy's Dropper "Tall Boy" carbide lamp - size between cap
lamp size and 8-hour hand lamp size - excellent condition.
1 Victor carblilde cap lamp - medium condition - round hook
has been resoldered on, one brace is mlissing, reflector is cracked.
brass horizontal Justrite cap lamp - falrly good condition.
wire, spiral-wound candleholder - excellent condition.
brass carblde bottoms with caps - Justrite - excellent condition.
7" dlameter reflector - good condition,
late model Wolf safety lamp - gauze 1s missing.
late model Koehler safety lamp - guaze is missihg.
pelr of domestic cast irom camdlesticks - real odd balls,
glass Jar double-spout oll wick lamp - hook 1s missing.
set of 17 8 x 10 glosay photographs of very old rock drills.

£ iy -

¢SO0 EGS
b el e T T

Of course I wlll guarantee all items. Mail your inqulries and offers
early to my attention:

Henry A. Pohs

4537 Quitman St.

Denver, Colorado 80212




